Philippians
Week 8
Read Philippians 3:12-16.

1.  a) Read 1Corinthians 13:8-12, Hebrews 11:39-40.  What do you think Paul meant in 
         Philippians 3:12 when he said he had not obtained it or become perfect?  (Be 

         careful…your answer needs to take into account Paul’s comments about being 

         perfect in verse 15.)
     b) Once you believe on and following Christ (John 10:28), He lays hold of you.  Have 

         you ever considered for what purpose you were laid hold of by Christ?  List some 

         of those thoughts in the area below.
     c) What do you think the upward call of God in Christ Jesus is?
     d) What did Paul need to do, according to verse 13, to lay hold of that prize?
     e) Did Paul have a lot of past failures to put behind himself?  Why would that be 

         important in “pressing on”?  Why should that encourage you when it comes to 

         your own race?

     f) What attitude did Paul encourage among the perfect ones in Philippians 3:15?

     g) What would be God’s purpose in revealing attitudes among the Philippians that 

         were different from Paul’s?
     h) Based on your previous definition of attain (from last week’s question 2e), is every 

         “Christian” instantly at the place Paul encourages them to remain at in verse 16?  

         Why or why not?
