Philippians
Week 3
Paul was imprisoned in Rome on 2 separate occasions after his time described in Acts 28:30-31.  It is believed that the book of Philippians (along with Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon) was written during the 1st imprisonment.
Read Philippians 1:12-14.

1.  What were some of the benefits of Paul’s imprisonment?
Read Philippians 1:15-18.

2.  a) Read Philippians 1:15-17.  What do you think Paul meant by preaching Christ 
         “because of envy and strife”?
     b) What group of people at that time would have “preached Christ” as Messiah and yet 

         opposed Paul?  Read Galatians 3:1-3; 4:9-11; and 5:4.  What is the danger of going 

         back under “the Law” after receiving grace?
     c) Read Philippians 1:15-17.  What do you think Paul meant by preaching Christ 

         “from good will”?
Read Philippians 1:19-26.

3.  a) Read 1John 2:28 and 1John 4:17.  What common thread do you see in those verses 

         in connection with Philippians 1:20?
     b) What does Paul mean when he says “to live is Christ”?  Give verses to support your 

         answer.
     c) What does Paul mean when he says “to die is gain”?  Give verses to support your 

         answer.
     d) What does Paul expect to take place and why?
Read Philippians 1:27-30.
4.  a) How is a Christian to conduct themselves as an individual and as a member of the 

         body of Christ?
     b) Read Romans 5:3-5, Hebrews 5:8, James 1:2-4.  What are some of the benefits of 

         going through trials/suffering?

     c) (APPLICATION) Have you ever considered it an honor when God puts you 

         through a trial, knowing His confidence in you and His intention to make you like 

         His Son?  Will you look at the next trial that way and search for what God intends 

         to teach you?
