Philippians
Week 2
Read Philippians 1:1-2.

1.  a) How does Paul refer to himself and Timothy in verse 1?  What is a bond-servant?
     b) To whom was this letter written?  What, if any, is the significance of the term 

         “saints in Christ Jesus”?

Read Philippians 1:3-5.

2.  a) Read Philippians 4:15-17.  What was their “participation in the gospel” that Paul 

         described?  What was it that brought Paul joy as he remembered these Philippians 
         in his prayers?
     NOTE…Personal questions do not require public sharing unless you’d like to 

     share.
     b) (PERSONAL) Are there opportunities for you to share in the ministry of another 

         and be a blessing to them?  Are you faithful to pray for those who give of time, 

         money, or prayer for your benefit?
Read Philippians 1:6-8.

3.  a) According to verse 6, who begins good works in us?  Who perfects these works, or 

         brings them to completion?  How long are these good works to be active in our 

         lives?
     b) Read Matthew 7:21-23.  Is it possible for works to be considered evil in God’s sight 
         if He didn’t direct them, no matter how good they may seem?  What important 

         lesson(s) can you draw from the Matthew passage?
     c) God supplies grace through the Holy Spirit as fuel for good works.  What do Paul’s 

         comments in verse 7 (partakers of grace with me) imply about the Philippians’ 

         participation in Paul’s work?

     NOTE…Application questions need no answers, simply personal application.

     d) (APPLICATION) The Philippian Church was obviously a great encouragement to 

         Paul.  Can you think of someone whom the Lord used to bring encouragement to 

         you in a time when you needed it dearly?  Will you pray for them right now and ask 

         the Lord to bless them for their faithfulness to Him in meeting your need?  Will you 

         find a time to express your appreciation to them for the “cool cup of water” they 

         gave you?  Loving encouragement can be contagious.
Read Philippians 1:9-11.
4.  a) There is an interesting building process in verses 9-11.  Begin with verse 11, “being 

         filled with the fruit of righteousness”, work backwards and describe the process.

     i) How does real knowledge (epignosis-experiential knowledge) and discernment 

         cause our love (agape) to abound more and more?

     j) What benefit is there to approving/discovering (present-active) things that are 
         excellent?  Is this a one time discovery?  If not, how long are we to be approving 

         things that are excellent?
     k) What does Paul mean when he says “being filled with the fruit of righteousness 

         which comes through Christ”?  More specifically, how does it come through Christ?
