Ephesians
Week 4
Read Ephesians 2:11-18.

1.  a) What does it mean for those who were far away to be brought near by the blood of

         Christ?
     b) Who were those who were near?
     c) Read Romans 11:17-25 and Romans 9:6.  Who were those who were far away?
     d) After reading the Romans passages, in your opinion, what was the commonwealth

         of Israel that they were alienated from?
     e) Read John 10:16, 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 and Galatians 6:15-16.  In Ephesians 2:14-

         15, who is the new man, and of what “flock”/”flocks” is he from?

Read Ephesians 2:19-22, 1Corinthians 3:10-17
2.  a) According to the 1Corinthians passage, who is(are) the builder(s)?

     b) What does Paul mean when he refers to Jesus as the foundation?
     c) How significant in the construction of a building is the foundation and cornerstone?

     d) Read Ezekiel 36:25-27.  What must happen before the Lord pours in His Spirit?
     e) Disobedience of the Lord’s instructions in the Wilderness Tabernacle quickly led to

         death for the priests (Leviticus 10:1-11).  How should we live our lives if God’s

         Spirit lives within us?

Read Ephesians 3:1-13.
3.  a) What do you think Paul meant when he referred to himself as a “prisoner of Christ

         Jesus for the sake of the Gentiles”?
     b) (CHALLENGE) Read Romans 16:25, 1Corinthians 2:6-7, Colossians 1:25-2:3,

         and 1Timothy 3:16.  Paul speaks of “the mystery” in Ephesians 3:3.  What do you

         think it is?
     c) Read Acts 8:29, Acts 10:19, Acts 11:27-29, and Acts 21:10-11.  In Ephesians 3:5,
         how did the Holy Spirit communicate with the apostles and prophets?  Does the

         Spirit work that way today?  Why or why not?

     d) To whom did Paul preach his gospel (good news) and what was the source of

         strength that enabled him to preach it?  Give verses.
     e) Read Ephesians 2:4-6, 6:12, Hebrews 2:5, 1Peter 1:1-12.  In what way will the

         church be used to reveal the Lord’s wisdom to rulers and authorities in heavenly

         places?
