Ephesians
Week 1

Read Ephesians 1:1-14.

1. By the standard of today’s churches, were these Ephesians typical Christians?  Why or

    why not?  Give verses to support your answers.
Read Ephesians 1:1-2.  The word “saint” means: sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially, consecrated), (most) holy (one, thing), saint.
2.  a) Based on Paul’s description of them as saints, what are some assumptions we can

         make with regard to their walk as Christians?

     b) Read the first couple of verses in each of Paul’s letters (1&2 Corinthians, Galatians,

         Philippians, etc).  What statement of his is consistent in each letter?  Why is this

         statement significant?

Read Ephesians 1:1-4, 

3.  a) Read Romans 8:1, 2Corinthians 5:17-21.  What do you think it means to be “in

         Christ” (or “in Him”, “in the Beloved”, etc.)?  Are all “Christians” in Christ?  Is this

         something He does or is it based on our behavior (like abiding)?
     b) What do you think it means to be “chosen in Him before the foundation of the

         world”?

     c) Read Genesis 17:1.  What does it mean to be holy and blameless before Him?

Read Ephesians 1:5-12, Romans 8:29-30, 1Corinthians 2:6-13
“predestined”- to limit in advance, i.e. (figuratively) predetermine, determine before, ordain, predestinate.
4.  a) What did Paul mean when he said they were predestined to adoption as sons?

     b) Is there a difference between predestination and foreknowledge?  If so, what is the 

         difference?

     c) Is there anything else in this chapter that God chose to reveal “according to the kind

         intention of His will” (His good-pleasure)?  Include the verse.
     d) Is it an easy process to know God’s will?  Why or why not?  What are some things

         that can keep you from knowing God’s will for your life?
     e) Define inheritance.
     f) Read Numbers 27:3-11.  In Hebrew history, who typically was the first in line to

         receive an inheritance?

Read Ephesians 1:13-14
5.  a) List the 2-step process for one to receive the pledge (earnest or down-payment) of 

         their inheritance?

     b) Will all Christians receive an inheritance?

     c) When God puts a “down-payment” on something, can you expect Him to pay the

         rest?

     d) When will the Lord redeem His possessions?
